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HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 

FULL COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

June 24, 2009; 4:30 p.m. 

Council Chambers 

 
 
 PRESENT     ABSENT                                   

 Akua B. Agyei  Greg Lewis  

 Trena Carter Pam Vincent  

 Ian Kohen John Roberts 

 Tony McClendon  

 Rosalind Pegram 

 Gil Palmer 

 Shiva Rallapalli  

 John Stroh 

 
Meeting called to order 

            
STAFF PRESENT:   

Deputy Director Lorraine Smith  

 
SECRETARY’S REPORT:  

In the absence of Commissioner Roberts, Commissioner Kohen called roll.   
 
Commissioner Stroh moved that the April Minutes be approved as presented.  Commissioner 
Agyei seconded.  April Minutes were approved. 
 

TREASURER'S REPORT: 

In the absence of staff secretary Young, Deputy Director Smith reviewed the Annual Dinner Wrap-up as 
completed by staff secretary Young.  Given the Annual Dinner loss, Deputy Director Smith reported that 
her approximation is that the Donation Account balance is around $6,500.  She stated that a detailed 
report will be forthcoming next month.   
 

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT: 

Chairperson Palmer informed Commissioners that he attended the Juneteenth celebration, sponsored 
by the NAACP. He described a number of activities such as a presentation and overview of slavery; 
Paulette Roberts’ portrayal of African American abolitionist Harriet Tubman, who guided many slaves to 
freedom and other various activities for kids.  Chairperson Palmer stated that the event is growing and 
encouraged everyone to attend future celebrations. 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 

Deputy Director Smith reported that the office has been extremely busy with intakes, filings and 
technical assistance services from staff.  She reported that Director Tinsley served as a panelist for the 
Panel Discussion on GLBT issues and she conducted a “Lunch and Learn” session on the new ADA 
amendments.    Deputy Director Smith stated that the office coordinated the scheduling of an Audit and 
Review Appeal and that Director Tinsley served as one of the sub-committee members to hear the 
appeal a citizen’s complaint filed against the police department.  She reported that the sub-committee’s 



- 2 - 

task was only to determine whether the police followed procedure and whether the police department 
was arbitrary and capricious in its determination on the complaint.  The sub-committee determined that 
the police department followed procedure and was not arbitrary and capricious in its determination.    

Deputy Director Smith reported that City Departments have been instructed to freeze its 2010 budget at 
2009 levels and that the budget may be reduced to an even lower amount.  Commissioners were 
informed that the Human Rights department is scheduled to present its budget on August 4 from 1:30 
to 1:45.  Departments have been instructed to arrive 15 minutes early.  

 

 

OPEN FORUM: 

Public member Mr. Steve Ferree asked to speak before the Commission.  After introducing himself, he 
informed the Commission about his concerns on the issue of parental and students’ rights with regard 
to drug therapy for students who have psychiatric diagnoses that parents disagree with and other 
related issues.  After hearing Mr. Ferree’s information, Deputy Director Smith and Chairperson Palmer 
thanked Mr. Ferree for bringing his issue to the Commissioners. Chairperson Palmer questioned Mr. 
Ferree about various possible follow-up referrals to possibly get his issues addressed.  Deputy Director 
Smith explained the jurisdiction and role of the Commission and recognized Mr. Ferree’s concerns.  
Deputy Director Smith asked Mr. Ferree what role he wanted the Commission to play relative to the 
information he presented?  Mr. Ferree stated that it was only to raise awareness.     She stated that the 
nature of what he explained does not fall under what the Commission covers, but if he had a specific 
issue that he would like for the Commission to evaluate, he could call the Commission office and we 
would make a specific evaluation as to whether the circumstances fall under our jurisdiction and if not, 
make referrals as appropriate.   
 

OTHER BUSINESS:  

CAMEO Update:  Deputy Director Smith reported that CAMEO is still progressing. The group has 
almost completed its website and they conducted their first un-facilitated meeting.  She provided an 
update on the election of officers and the group’s goal to have a community launch around the fall 
before Ethnic Expo.   
 

LIAISON UPDATES – GAY/STRAIGHT ALLIANCE: 

Commissioner Kohen reported that there were no issues regarding CHRC. 
 

LIAISON UPDATES – MULTICULTURAL AWARENESS COMMITTEE: 

Commissioner Agyei reported that as the Committee has been dissolved by the Mayor, there was no 
meeting.  Discussion continued regarding the Multicultural Awareness Committee members and the 
potential to utilize that talent with the CAMEO group. 

 
LIAISON UPDATES – INTERFAITH FORUM COMMISSION: 

No Report due to Commissioner Lewis’ absence. 

 

LIAISON UPDATES – INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY COALITION: 

Commissioner Stroh reported that the Inclusive Community Coalition would like for the 
Commission to serve a co-sponsor for its speakers’ series as it has done similarly in the past.  
After discussion of the Commission’s past sponsorship and the need to continue that 
sponsorship in the same capacity, Commissioner Stroh moved that the Commission agree 
to co-sponsor the Inclusive Community’s Annual Speaker Series based upon prior 
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Commission review of the speaker.  Commissioner Carter, seconded the motion.  The 
motion was unanimously approved. 

  

 

LIAISON UPDATES – IMMIGRATION ISSUES FORUM: 

Commissioner Pegram reported that she attended the last Immigration Issues Forum and Steve Franz 
was the guest speaker.  She stated that Mr. Franz, who does research on Latino and immigration 
issues, stated that based upon the latest census numbers, Bartholomew County has the largest 
number of Latino’s at 7,200.  Jackson County has then next highest Latino population at 4,100.  
Commissioner Pegram reported that Mr. Franz stated that the Latino population is growing more than 
projections and that the 2010 census may not count the real population as some immigrants are afraid 
to answer questions and are leery of filling out paperwork.  She also stated that it was reported that 
60% of the immigrants in Bartholomew County are illiterate.    Commissioner Pegram recommended 
that the Commission invite Mr. Franz to give his presentation to the Commissioners.  Commissioner 
Pegram stated that Rose Maudlin from BCSC states that ESL funding has been shrinking.   
 

 ADJOURNMENT: 

Commissioner Stroh moved to adjourn the meeting, Commissioner Carter seconded.  
Meeting adjourned. 
 


